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Mass Wedding 2019: The Meta-
morphosis of Dasmarineiio Love

Last Valentine’s Day, the whole City of Dasmariiias over-
flowed in love! The City celebrated a kaleidoscopic Paru-Paro
themed mass wedding at the tent area of Dasmarifias Integrated

High School on the 14th day of February,

This program is held
annually in the effort of
the City Government to
promote family sanctity
and unity. And it runs for
19 years now! It started in

2001 and has recorded to |

benefit a total of 13, 420
couples as of this year
Think of how this program
has been continuously fill-
ing the air of the City with
50 much love,

This  year's
wedding was attended by
662 couples. At the ven-
ue, you would not only be
amused with how the eyes
of every couple shone in

(Turn to page 3)

Salceda: Cancelling activist
students’ scholarships is illegal and L
punishable under Free College Law

Canceling  or  re-
moving the scholarship of
so-called anti-government
students, and consequent-
ly collecting fees from
them, is illegal under the
Universal Access to Qual-
ity and Tertiary Education
Act (UAQTEA) or Free
College Law (RA 1093])
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and is punishable by six
months to one-year im-
prisonment and a fine of
P20,000 1o P10,000

Albay Rep. Joey Sar-
te Salceda, who originally
crafted the UAQTEA in
the lower house, said there
are only two clear-cut con-
ditions for cancellation of

g

1

“TVa— Y
LS00 ey o8 S8 i

scholarship grants as stipu-
lated under Section 6 of the
law: 1) failure to complete
the course within one year
after its prescribed period
for a college depree, and
in the case of technical
vocational courses, fnilure
I any course enrolled in
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(From page 1)
during the duration of the
program; and 2) failure to
comply with admission
and retention policies of
the institution.

The lawmaker has
joined the cliorus of oppo-
sition against the proposal
by National Youth Com-
mission chairman Ronald
Cardema to cancel the
scholarships of students
who join anti-goverment
rallics and protests, a pro-
posal that bas met a flat
“no’ answer from President
Duterte himself.

Whether they sup-
port or oppose the gov-
emment, Salceda  said,

-
Vs i e’ Natcnal el eats Marith berme. g Malusog o ProlkisDOH, Maseya af Maniogning na Hoh g students who fail to finish

24 rda” 1300 19 during - their course within the pre-
° scribed period are decmed
bk tohave failed in complying

Source: catte govph
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For Total Body Health providing the
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with the reteation pol
of the school and will lose
their scholarship privlege:
Nothing in the law may
be construed as a basis for
scholarship ~ cancellation
of suspected “anti-govern-
ment” students. There is
o practical process any-
way for identifying them,
he a

Hesaidih¢UAQTEA
guarantees free college cd-
ucation regardless of belicl
or political persuasion of
students, o their stand on
vital issues, for as long
as they are not proven to
have broken any law, or
the retention policies of the
school. The Free College
Law, he pointed out, sets
only two basic cligibilities
for national scholarships or

(Tiurn to page 5)
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(From page 1)
excitement but more so,
on their buterfly-inspircd
wedding atie. It was so
because the City event
coordinators thought of a
rillant idea — for the first
time, they included in the
program a wedding attire
compeition.

This is 1o make the
ceremony more joy ful, col-
orful, and meaningful. And
this is more than a superb
idea as it goes with cash
prizes!

The Ist, 20d, and 3rd
prize amounts (o ten thou-
sand  (P10,00000), five
thousand (P5,000.00), and
three thousand (P3,000.00)
posos,  respectively. So,
if the couple is a “legit’
fashionmonger, they could
take home as much as
P20,000.00

Imagine how ~ this
sum of money can make
your dream  honcymoon
come rue!

AUdpm, the couples
displayed in full glamour
their dress and beautiful
smills as they procession
in sweet melody of Fil-
ipino love songs. More-
over, the Kababaihan ng
Dasmaniias  sa Bagong
Milenyo (KDBM) Presic
dent, Green Ladies, Baran-
#ay officials, City officials
and the Guest Pastor also
joined in the processional
nite.

The ceremony was
graced with the warm wel-
come and congratulations
of Cong. Jemnifer Austria
Barzaga and Vice May-
o Raul Rex Mangubat
Morcover, the cercmony
was blessed with the pres-
ence of Sen. Grace Poe
and she bestowed words
of wisdom 1o all the cou
ples. Tn addition, the event
was cnriched with spiritu-

al matrimonial advices of
Rev. Mario Contemprato.
Not only was the ceremo-
ny filled with words of
inspiration and guidance
but was also made morc
special by the remarkable
dance performance offered
by Kiko Barzaga

The most awaited
time of the entirc cvent
came. The solemnization
of marriage was offici
ated by the City Mayor,
Atty. Elpidio F Barzaga,
Jr. Vows sealed with a kiss
were cxrmngcd by the
newlyweds

As the sun sct on its
tamed glory, hundreds of
new legally  proclaimed
couples arose (o celebrate!
Finally, the love they start-
ed has grown its wings,
spread i, and metamor-
phose into a mighticr and
bolder  commitment 1o
each other

If you think the cer-
emony ends with the clos-
ing rites, well, not really!
As the love of the couples
metamorphose so s the
cremony.

The  winners  of
the wedding attire con-
test were announced. The
first prize was awarded to
groom number 527, Rich-
ard De Guzman Ong, and
bride number 1, Kimberly
Nelmida Tuazon

On the other hand,
the second prize winners
were groom number 422,
Aldrin Malabanan Lebosa-
da and bride number 605,
Nikki Baflaga Espeflo.

The winners on the
third place were groom
number 1, Mark Aljon Sal-
iba Henoguin and bride
number 113, Donnabel
Cervantes Aresgada.

The winners were
awarded with sash, and
cash prize. Flowers were

and Kiko Barzaga donated

also given (0 the bride win-

ners three (3) pes. of twin
Since the City Gov- washing machines, thr
emment is determined (0 (3) pes. of 32-inch TV, and
make the married life of three (3) pes. of 4(-inct
v
more prosperous, it orga Also, the Guest of
nized and included a big Honor, Sen Grace
naflle cvent in the Mass raffled onc sm
Wedding sion. The spinted cvent
A totl of 63 items  culminated with a spo
were raflled.  Included ular display of fireworks
therein were 17 double Wedding is truly a
bumer gas stove, 16 stand wonderful cvent 1o cele.
fan, 19 microwave oven, 4 brate
washing machines, and 7 It is the honor of
LED televisions the City Govemment (o
All these home ap- afford its constituents an

pliances were sponsored abundant  wedding  cer
by various City Officials. cmony. Indeced. the Cit
Mayor Pidi. Cong. Jen, Government stood on the
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Salceda: Cancelling activist stu-
dents’ scholarships is illegal and
punishable under Free College Law

(From page 1)
financial assistance - first,
the student must be a Fil-
ipino citizen and sccond.
he/she must be admitted to
a course by an aceredited
tertary institution

Salceda said the pro-
posal is “violative of the
Free College Law and the
spiit of universal access
to quality education, and
diminishes the ~ singular
legacy of the Duterte ad-
ministration.” He stressed
that there is also 10 provi-
sion in the law that prohib-
s scholars from joining
protests or from opposing
the administration which
would cunail the more
fundamental freedom of
expression  particularly,
in educational nstitutions
that are traming grounds
of the youth The Free
College Law, signed by
Duterte in 2017, now cov-
ers 112 state colleges and
universities, and 87 ac-

February 25 - March 3, 2019

credited local universities
and colleges (LUCs) in the
country. Some 1,000 of the
1,710 private coll
beginning to benefit from
the Tertiary Education
Subsidy, based on the I
est government records
The UAQTEA dis:
qualifies  students  from
availing of free tuition, if
1) they have already ob-
tained a bachelor’s degree.
or have eamed a cerifi
cate or diploma for a
nical-vocational  course
cquivalent 10 at least Na-
tional Certificate Tl and
above; and 2) they have

failed in any course en- p

rolled in, during the course
ofthe program

¢ other school fees, as de

Municipality of Carmona

Supplemental
Immunizatio

Salceda said in
igible students “shall be
the

termined by the respective
boards of the SUCs and

LUCs, and in the case of
the state-run Technical e
cational Institutions, 1o be

ermined by the Techni

Parasa
imporma:
turnawagsa

cal Education and Skills
Development Authon:

The Free Co
Law finds basis in
constitution which

#KnockOutTigdas -

that the “quality cd

isan inalienable right of

Filipinos and it is a policy

of the State to protect and

stdents 1o qualit
tion in all levels.

“Goodness is about character - in-
tegrity, honesty, kindness, generosity,
moral courage, and the like. More
than anything else, it is about how w
treat other people.”

-Dennis Prager-

First ever Lakes and Rivers
Summit Ileld in Mindanao

cion-Sily
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(From page 6)
MSU-G

The activity was fol-  the a
lowed by the signing of the
summit declaration during importance of work e
the fellowship night and together (0 achieve tangi- (BFAR
2 post-summit eco tour of
Lake Sebu, Lake Scloton,
Lake Lahit, and the Seven p
Falls in Lake Sebu, South ch other's expertise, aquatic
Cotabato background and  bia

MSU-GSC ~ Cam- and the nced 10 promo
pus Associate Professor and reinforo
Dr. Camille B. Concep- with different goverum

~ Pumunta
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First ever Lakes and Rivers
siimmit held in Mindanao

By Estrella Z. Gal-
lardo

The Mindanao State
University General
Santos City (MSU-GSC)
Campus held the first ever
Mindanao Lakes and Riv-
ers Summit at Sarangani
Highlands, Tambler, Gen-
cral Santos City recently
in collaboration with the
Philippine  Council  for
Agriculture, Aquatic and
Natural Resources Re-
search and Development
of the Department of
Science and Technology
(DOST-PCAARRD.

The activity attended
by 57 participants from the
academe, different  gov-
cmment Lake and River
Ecosystems in Mindanao”,
aimed 1o provide initial
mobilization framework
to present the conservation
and management status of
their respective freshwater
ccosystems to niche scien-
usts and rescarchers study-
ing limnology (lakes) and
potamology (rivers), and
to relevant LGU and gov-
emment agencies in Min-
danao

The summit themed,
“Mainstreaming Biodiver-
sity Conservation and Man-

D

of general circulation, is published

EDNAB.

OFFICE ADDRESS:

RIS
MEMBER: Fap_

CAVITLE

GES

LEPADING TQNANON 18 vhL QF W

CAVITE DIGEST is an English-Filipino weekly newspaper
ond Class Mail Mattor at Post Office under Permit No. 2C-14-03-152.
Commercial Advertising Display Rate: Php 200.00 per col. cm Legal
Rate: Php160.00 por col. cm. Subscriplion Rate: Php 416.00 por year

Publisher
MARK DAVID P. OCTAVIO
Editor

ATTY. FRANCISCO MALATE JR.
Legal Consultant

Imus, Cavite * Contact No. (046) 6863126

agement of Lake and River
Ecosystems in Mindanao”
was spearhcaded by Dr.
Jame Namocatcat, Sum-
mit Convenor and Project
Leader of DOST-PCAAR-
RD Lake Sebu Project.

Dr. Reynaldo V. Eb-
ora, PCAARRD Acting
Executive Director, said
that the conduct of the ac-
tivity was an opportane
time to disseminate cument
rescarches, share experi-
ences on Mindanao lakes
and nivers, and organize a
consortium to advance and
sustain freshwater ecosys-
fem conservation and man-
agement in Mindanao. Dr.
Ebora’s message was de-
livered by Dr. Dalisay DG.
Fernandez, director of the
Inland Aquatic Resources
Rescarch Division (IAR-
RD) of PCAARRD

Morcover,  Ebora
shared that pollution, silt-
ation. and overfishing were
the major problems affect-
ing the conservation of our
freshwater  ecosystems.
Also, unabated release of
mine tailings and the heavy
crosion of watershed areas
had greatly contributed to
the deterioration of rivers
in many areas of the coun-

= OONF

overy Monday. Enlered as Sec-

CUYNO

Perpetual 7, Palico 4,

PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION
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try.

Papers presented in-
cluded: “Overview of the
Ist Mindanao Lakes Con-
ference,” by Dr. Namocat-
cat of the Mindanao State
University, General Santos
City (MSU-GSC) Cam-
pus;  “PCAARRD-IAR-
RD’s Program on Lakes,”
by Dr. Femandez; “Mind
the Gap: Freshwater Re-
search in Mindanao vis-
d-vis the Philippines,” by
Dr. Francis Magbanua of
the University of the Phil-
ippines Diliman; and “Fish
Foraging Habits, Trophic
Placement, and Parasitc
Biodiversity can be Pow-
erful Tools in the Conser-
vation and Management
of Fisheries in Philippines

Aquaculture Lakes,” by
Dr. Jonathan Carlo A. Bri-
ones from UST.

Other papers  pre-
sented were: “Integrative
Co-Management  Frame-
work of River Tourism
of Laguna: Case Study of
Botocan — Balanac River,”
by Anabel Hierras-Garcia
of the Gepas Environmen-
tal Consultancy and Solid
Waste Management Asso-
ciation of the Philippines
(SWAPP); “Application of
the Intcgrated Lake Basin
Management Approach in
Laguna de Bay,” by Adeli-
na Santos-Borja of the La-
guna Lake Development
Authority (LLDA); “Con-
servation and Management
Approaches for Agusan

Marsh  Wildlife Sanctu-
ary: DENR Experience,”
by Emmilic T. Ibonia of
the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR) Agusan
Marsh Wildlife Sanctuary;
and “The Climate-Re-
sponsive Integrated Riv-
er Basin Master Plan for
Buayan-Malungon  River
Basin,” by Benjamin Al-
angca of the Conservation
and Development Division
of DENR XII.
Mecanwhile, papers
presented on Mindanao
lakes were: “Lake Main-
it: Status and Updates” by
Meljan Demetillo of Cara-
ga State University (CSU);
“Aquatic Rescarches in
Agusan Marsh: What has

been done so far?" by
Dr. Jocelyn Jumawan of
CSU; “Dissolved Oxygen
Profiles during  Fishkill
and Non-Fishkill Events
in Lake Sebu, South Co-
tabato,” by Dr Jaime A
Namocatcat of MSU-GSC
Campus, Hydrolog-
ic Characterization and
Modeling in Lake Water-
sheds,” by Bryan Clark B
Hemandez of UP Diliman;
“Impacts of Cage Farming
of Tilapia in Lake Sebu
South Cotabato” by Ronald
Sombero of MSU-GSC:;
and “Water Quality Index
and Exploratory Analysis
Methods for River Qual-
ity Characterization,” by
Dr. Edward R. Lapong of

(Turn fo page 5)

The provincial
government of Cavite
gears up for programs
to further boost the
tourism industry in the
province thru the Pro-
vincial Tourism and
Cultural Affairs Office
(PTCAO), urging trav-
el and leisure industry
stakeholders to secure
accreditation from the
Department of Tourism
(DOT).

Provincial Tour-
ism Officer Rozelle
Sangalang is calling on
owners of tourism es-
tablishments in Cavite
to apply for accredita-

. tion from DOT, high-
lighting the many perks
businesses can enjoy
from it. These benefits
may include marketing
and promotional sup-
port, endorsements to
embassics and travel
trade associations, el-

Draw more tourists,
accreditation from DOT—Cavite PTCAO

igibility for participation
in travel fairs, priority to
DOT training programs,
and many others that can
help increase sales.

With Cavite being
one of the nearest desti-
nations from Manila and
the most preferred venue
for families and friends
weekend getaway, PTCAO
reminds owners of hotels,
restaurants, resorts  and
other travel-related estab-
lishments the value of ac-
creditation from DOT in
order to gain credibility.

The DOT accred-
itation program  which
secks (0 guarantee safety,
comfort and convenience
among tourists supports
the provinces goal 1o
draw more domestic and
international tourists by
establishing a benchmark
for tourism players in the
locality. This ensures that
tourism service providers

gain credibility with

have complied with the
DOT’s minimum standards
in operation.

As of December
2018, Cavite boasts of four
(4) DOT-accredited tour
guides and ninety-four (94)
tourism establishments, in
which some were already
recognized during the 1st
Cavite Tourism Summit in
a simple awarding ceremo-
ny led by Governor Boying
Remulla on November 29,
2018 held at The Bayleaf
Hotel in the City of Gen,
Trias. Accounting for the
total number of establish-
ments accredited by DOT
are 51 travel agencies,
14 hotels, 8 agri-tourism
sites, 7 inns, 4 restaurants,
3 tourist land transport op-
erators, 2 resorts, 2 adven-
ture and cco-tourism sites,
2 spas and a museum.

This year, PTCAO
targets to increasc this
figure and achieve abso-

lute compliance to
the DOT accredita-
tion program of var-
ious tourism-related
businesses located in
every city and mu-
nicipality of the prov-
ince. Likewise, Ms.
Sangalang sccks for
cooperation from mu-
nicipal/city  tourism
officers in motivating
other establishments
in their area and
spreading the val-
uc-adding advantage
of getting accredited.

For  addition-
al information and
tourism-related  as-
sistance,  especially
on DOT accredita-
tion, PTCAO may
be reached thru tele-
phone number (046)
4194357 and c-mail
address  cavitctour-
ism@gmail.com.
SOurce: cavite.gov.ph




